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: Cornerstone Community Housing,
I I Ou S 1ng Inc. has a two-fold mission. We
are dedicated to helping men
experiencing homelessness

rebuild their lives and to changing
a e r S attitudes toward homelessness

through outreach and education.

Irish Mike Returns Home

The back door was open.

Jim and I looked at each other and knew what had happened. Michael, known to
everyone at Earl’s Place as “Irish Mike”, was gone.

We ran down the street searching for an 85-year-old man with dementia and a rollator. A
few blocks away, we found him trying to cross the street, frustrated that traffic would not
let him through. We were just relieved to find him.

That moment marked a turning point.

Michael came to Earl’s Place on June 24, 2019, just after his 79th birthday. Before that,
he had been living in a vacant building. After falling several times, he moved to a
convalescent care unit at an emergency shelter. He had no income, no identification, and
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B T no clear path forward. Michael was born in Ireland, but

~ after decades in the United States, he had never become
" a U.S. citizen, and he had no realistic way to return
home on his own.

£ At Earl’s Place, Michael became part of the family. He
chaired the weekly AA meeting, helped with mailings,
| loved a good joke, and dressed with pride. It was not
unusual to see him in a suit or shirt and tie, and
sometimes in more than one outfit in a single day.

Over the years, we supported Michael through COVID,
a hip replacement, increasing confusion and
forgetfulness, and eventually dementia. As his needs
grew, our concern did too. -continued page -2-



We worried about what would happen if we could no longer care for him, including
where he might end up, what kind of care he would receive, and whether he might
become homeless again. So, we kept working. Jim made a connection with a woman in
Ireland, Mary Ann, who became an invaluable resource and supported us for two years.
With help, Michael secured his Irish State Pension and obtained a duplicate passport, so
he finally had identification.

By November 2025, Earl’s Place was no longer safe for him. Michael often thought he
was in Ireland and needed to go home because his mother was waiting for him or because
he was on his way to church. The day he left through the back door, Jim and I took him to
Mercy Hospital.

The hospital became his home. The staff cared for him with compassion and dignity. We
visited often, but over time, it became clear that Michael did not always recognize us.

After many conversations, emails, and coordination
with agencies in Ireland and the Irish Embassy, we
got the news we had hoped for: We never gave up
on Michael, and neither did the many people who
joined us along the way.

On June 11, the staff at Mercy Hospital threw a
party for Michael's 86th birthday. Five days later,
on June 16, he was on a plane to Ireland. Jim
thought Michael should have someone he knew

with him, so he used his vacation time to help him S Z
settle into his new home. It was a fitting end to a Celebrating Mike's Birthday
seven-year journey that started when Michael first came to Earl's Place with nowhere else
to go.

Many people cared for Michael and made his journey home possible. Jim worked hard to
fill every gap. Renard, our house manager and Michael’s across-the-hall neighbor,
cooked for him, watched over him when he got his days and nights mixed up, and treated
him like family. Staff from Health Care for the Homeless stayed in touch and provided
steady support. Mercy Hospital cared for him with extraordinary kindness. Countless
people in Ireland helped make his return possible.
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A Tradition at
Earl's Place

Removing Obstacles

he P,
Most of the men who apply to Earl's ot o

. 7% §ovll Every graduate
Place come with baggage from the past. <) Go/ receives a copy of Oh,
——y the Places You'll Go!
Recently, Jim spoke with a man who S We hope it reminds
had an outstanding warrant. N SN them that no matter
T where life has taken
Jim explained that to move in, this ' 9‘(“;“,, ) them, there are still
warrant needed to be addressed. : — 4 new places to go and

Otherwise, he runs the risk of being new possibilities

detained and arrested by the police, and ahead.
we must discharge him from Earl’s
Place.
Oftentimes, applicants choose to ignore
‘ilﬁ;nlelllelie this. However, this man bit The Places Th ey’ll Go!
He sat in the common area and called Congratulations to
the court who referred him to public e (Corrie — Permanent housing
defender’s office. e Kip — Permanent housing
. _ e (George — Permanent housing

E)esfosrg h(e)i::lgt; '1,1’6 told Jim, “I feel like I e Keith — Live-in position

P ' e Vince — Live-in position.

Remembering Before they left, Kip said he was “anxious

and nervous”. George admitted he was
nervous too. While Ed shared “the people
who left before me were an inspiration.
They all had goals.”

Francis Boyle

Former Earl's Place resident,
Cornerstone Community Housing board

member, and tireless ambassador. ;
TC took a job that wasn't exactly what he

We were sad to learn of Frank's sudden wanted, then found another position that's a

passing. better fit. He's now working toward
becoming a driver while also preparing for

His recovery, generosity, and housing for himself and his young son.

willingness to share his story inspired

many. WH is participating in a job training

_ program for forklift driving and preparing
We are so grateful to have known him. for his wedding this fall.




Irish Mike Returns Home (continued)

Michael came to Earl’s Place with no income, no identification, no family nearby, and no
clear path forward. Seven years later, thanks to so many people who refused to let him
fall through the cracks, he went home to Ireland with dignity.

It truly takes a village. Together, we made a small miracle possible.

Not every story ends with a journey across the Atlantic. But every day at Earl's Place,
your support makes second chances and the small miracles that accompany them
possible.

They are the kind that keep us moving forward when times are tough, and your support
helps make it possible.

e Moving to Earl's Place and discovering that the counselor said,
"You're going to love it there," was right.

e Learning to let go of emotional baggage and make room for positivity.

e Experiencing the longest period of sobriety since the age of 15.

e Hearing one resident talk about practicing patience and positivity, only to
have another respond, "I need to talk to him more."

Sometimes those outcomes are emotional. Sometimes they are practical. And sometimes
they begin with something as simple—and as complicated—as obtaining an ID.

For one of our current residents, his SSDI benefits had been suspended, and he couldn't
access the money he did have because he lacked a bank card. He couldn't get a
replacement card without identification. He couldn't get identification because he no
longer had a birth certificate or Social Security card. Without those documents,
everything came to a halt.

Then he came to Earl's Place, where he and Jim worked through each step of the process
together. While he waited for replacement documents, he had a safe place to stay, meals
to eat, and the support he needed to focus on recovery. Today, he has his identification
documents and is moving forward to restore his benefits and rebuild his life.

Thank you for helping to remove the obstacles that get in the way as the men try to move
forward. Because of you, our residents can keep taking the next step toward stability,
recovery, and hope.
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