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Cornerstone Community Housing, 

Inc. has a two-fold mission. We 

are dedicated to helping men 

experiencing homelessness 

rebuild their lives and to changing 

attitudes toward homelessness 

through outreach and education. 
 
 

 

You Are Our Marigolds:  

Thank You for Supporting Us  
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HOMELESSNESS AND RIGHTS 
 

On April 22nd, 2024, the Supreme Court heard 

the case of Johnson v. Grants Pass, a pivotal moment 

in the legal battle over the rights of homeless 

individuals. This case addressed whether cities can 

punish people for sleeping outside with a pillow or 

blanket, even when no safe shelter options are available.  

 

Homelessness is a significant issue in the United 

States, with more than 600,000 people experiencing 

homelessness on a given night.  Nearly half of these 

people—250,000—sleep outside. Homelessness is 

increasing across the country as more and more 

households struggle to make ends meet. Rent is too 

expensive, wages are too low, and we have seen 

decades of failed housing policies.  

 

Instead of focusing on solutions like rental 

assistance and eviction prevention, cities and states are 

trying to arrest their way out of homelessness.  
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Congratulations to Kevin H. and 

Kevin T. on their moves to 

permanent housing.  

 

Pierre, Kevin, Charles, Gerald, 

Anthony F., David G, David H, 

TJ, Ronnie, and Clayton gained 

employment. 

 

Kevin, Shiju, Josh, Frank, David 

G, Corrie, Anthony P, Vincent, 

Clayton, and Shannon worked 

with Homeless Persons 

Representation Project (HPRP) to 

expunge their criminal records.  

 

Six residents received 

Chromebooks through Baltimore 

City Chromebook Distribution 

program and worked with 

students from Johns Hopkins 

University to set them up.  

 

Five residents met weekly with 

our fabulous student nurse intern, 

Cassandra, to address their health 

issues and how to take control of 

their health.  

 

Together, we are changing 

lives.  

 

 
 

 



Rebuilding Lives: Tackling Substance Abuse for Baltimore’s Seniors 
 

Substance abuse issues are plaguing Baltimore’s senior homes, particularly 

affecting Black men aged 50 to 70. This group, often forgotten and overlooked, has been 

disproportionately impacted by the city’s drug epidemic. Despite comprising only 7% of 

Baltimore’s population, Black men in their mid-50’s to early 70’s account for nearly 30% 

of drug fatalities—20 times more than the national average. For instance, in the past year 

alone, The Baltimore Banner reports a 15% increase in substance abuse cases among this 

demographic. 

 

The Impact of Economic and Social Change 

Fifty years ago, Baltimore’s economy began to shift dramatically. Manufacturing 

jobs, once a stable source of employment, started to disappear. This economic upheaval, 

coupled with social changes, created a fertile ground for the rise of highly addictive 

illegal drugs. Many young people, facing limited opportunities, turned to dealing and 

using drugs (see Anthony’s story on page -1-). This led to high rates of incarceration and 

a cycle of unemployment and addiction that has persisted for decades. 

 

Earl’s Place and Prospect Place: A Beacon of Hope 

At Earl’s Place and Prospect Place, we are acutely aware of the challenges faced 

by older men struggling with substance use disorders. The average age of our residents is 

53, and all are in recovery from substance/alcohol abuse. Our mission is to provide the 

support and resources necessary for these men to rebuild their lives, such as counseling, 

job placement assistance, and access to healthcare services. 

 

Every individual who exits Earl’s Place is reminded of our guiding principle: 

“Nothing is so bad that a drink or a drug won’t make it worse” as posted on the sign on 

the door. Over 400 men have seen this powerful message, reinforcing the belief that 

recovery is not only possible, but a reality, no matter how difficult the journey may be. 

 

The Path Forward 

The fight against substance abuse and its devastating effects on our community is 

ongoing. Cornerstone Community Housing is committed to providing a safe haven and a 

pathway to recovery for those affected. However, we recognize that this is a collective 

responsibility. We need the support of the community, policymakers, and advocates to 

address the root causes of this crisis and to ensure that these men are not forgotten. 

Together, we can make a difference and help our fellow citizens overcome the challenges 

of substance abuse. 

 

For more information, you can read the full article from the Baltimore Banner, “A 

horrific number of older Black men are dying from overdoses in Baltimore” 

Nick Thieme, Alissa Zhu and Jessica Gallagher 6/3/24 

https://thebaltimorebanner.com/author/nick-thieme/
https://thebaltimorebanner.com/author/alissa-zhu/
https://thebaltimorebanner.com/author/jessica-gallagher/


Resilience and Renewal: David's Story 

David is one of the newer residents at Earl's Place. Growing up, his father was a 

major influence, a "man of purpose and great character." However, his father also 

struggled with alcoholism and was in and out of treatment. Determined to follow a 

different path, David swore he would not follow in his father's footsteps. 

Despite his resolve, David faced similar challenges. He remembers his father 

working tirelessly to ensure his family's stability, a commitment David mirrored in his 

dedication to his wife and daughter. Sadly, in 2021, David's wife passed away, leaving 

him devastated and homeless. This loss led him back to substance use after many years of 

sobriety. 

Fortunately, David found Earl's Place, where he began working with our case 

manager, Jim, on a plan to address his addiction and start his recovery. With Jim's 

support and his own determination, David is now working as a Patient Navigator. He is 

optimistic about his future and committed to moving forward with his life. 
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 In June, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that people who are arrested or fined for 
sleeping outside are not protected by the Constitution against cruel and unusual 
punishment. This decision has profound implications for the homeless population and 
highlights the urgent need for systemic changes. Homelessness is primarily caused by a 
lack of affordable housing, and the solution lies in providing housing and supportive 
services, not in punitive measures.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Earl’s Place   Prospect Place   For more information, 

1400 E. Lombard Street 8720 Philadelphia Road visit us online at  

Baltimore, MD 21231  Baltimore, MD 21237  cchbaltimore.org  

410-522-0225   410-682-9660  


